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Welcome to Peace Lutheran Church! 
Whether you’re a first time visitor or a long-time member, we welcome you to 
worship this morning! If you are visiting, we look forward to meeting you and 
hope you will join us again, soon. We would appreciate your signing our 

guestbook before you leave.   
 

+ + + + + + + 
 

Some Helpful Information 
 
Please Feel Free To Sit At Anytime During The Worship Service:   During the 
worship services at Peace Lutheran there are many times when the people stand.  
Sometimes the standing can be quite lengthy.  We do not want to place any undue 
burden on anyone worshipping with us.  Therefore, please feel free to sit whenever 
you desire.  Thank you and Christ's blessings. 
 
Restrooms – A restroom is located to the right just as you leave the sanctuary 
and enter the entrance hall. Restrooms for men and women are also located at the 
top of the stairs in the Parish Hall. Go into the lounge, turn right and continue up 
the stairs.  
 
Fellowship and Refreshments – Immediately following worship, coffee and other 
refreshments and treats are served in Luther Lounge (the lounge just off the 
entrance hall). Come relax with us and enjoy the company as we will certainly 
enjoy your company. 
 
Holy Communion – At Peace Lutheran we celebrate Holy Communion on the 
second and fourth Sunday of each month. Holy Communion is a very special meal 
for the children of God in Christ. All who have been baptized and believe in Jesus 
Christ as their Lord and Savior and all those who hunger and thirst for Christ’s 
forgiveness and God’s strength for living, are invited to join in Holy Communion. 
Grape juice (instead of wine) is available in the individual glasses in the middle of 
the tray. The wine is red; the grape juice is white. Pastor blesses any of the children 
who are brought to the communion rail. Any adults who come to the rail and desire 
a blessing but not communion may cross their arms and pastor will bless them. 
 

Please join us again next week! 

 



2 

Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
September 9, 2018 

 

As We Gather 
James tells us to stop showing favoritism in the assembly, treating the rich visitor 
with more honor than the poor one. Jesus himself seems to show partiality in his 
first response to the Syrophoenician woman in today’s gospel. Was he testing 

her faith in saying Gentiles don’t deserve the goods meant for God’s children? Or 
was he speaking out of his human worldview, but transcended those limits when 
she took him by surprise with her reply? Either way, the story tells us that God 
shows no partiality. Everyone who brings her or his need to Jesus is received 

with equal honor as a child and heir. Thank you for worshipping at Peace 
Lutheran Church Today! 

 

Prayer Before Worship - Lord of mercy and compassion, be with us this day 

as we hear of the healing love of Jesus. Remind us that we are also recipients of 
his compassion and we are called to bring the same hope and love to others. 
Prepare us for service in His Name. Amen. – Nancy C. Townley, Ministry Matters Website 

 

Pre-Service Music (A time for reflection) 

 

Ringing The Bell 
 

Welcome 
 
 

Invocation (Please stand) 

 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

Prayer of Confession (Psalm 125, Proverbs 22, James 2. Please remain standing) 

 
Pastor: Let us pray 
All: Gracious God, we come before you today knowing that we often 

fall short of your call to love one another well. We allow 
ourselves to be blinded by wealth and power. We ignore those 
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around us who suffer injustice, poverty, and rejection. We tune 
out the cries of the poor and those on the edges of our 
communities. Help us to see your great generosity, hear your 
word of mercy, and feel your great love for all who need your 
redemptive grace. Strengthen us to reach out in service to those 
who are in need. Make us aware of those outside our own 
communities, that we may see them as your precious children 
and serve them in humility and joy. May we continue to grow in 
grace as we learn how to serve you in the name of the great 
Servant, even Jesus Christ. Amen. - June Boutwell, Ministry Matters Website 

 

Words of Assurance (1 Corinthians 2:12. Please remain standing) 

 
Pastor: We have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is 

from God. May we know the grace and forgiveness bestowed upon 
us by God, that others may find the Kingdom within us and among 
us. Our sins are forgiven through the life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. – adapted from June Boutwell, Ministry Matters Website 

People: Amen 
 

Passing the Peace of Christ (John 14:3, 21, 27. Please remain standing) 

 
Pastor: Knowing that God has prepared a place for us; knowing that Christ 

has come to bring us peace, let us greet one another now in the 
power of God and the glory of Christ’s peace. 

 

Entrance Hymn - Open My Eyes That I May See (OSB #159, please remain standing) 
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Words and music by Cahrles H. Scott. Used by Permission. CCLI #209714 

 
 

Psalm – Psalm 146 (Please remain standing) 

 
Pastor: Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
People: I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praises to my 

God all my life long. 
 
Pastor: Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there is no help. 
People: When their breath departs, they return to the earth; on that very 

day their plans perish. 
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Pastor: Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in 
the LORD their God, 

People: who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them; who 
keeps faith forever; 

 
Pastor: who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the 

hungry. The LORD sets the prisoners free; 
People: the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. The LORD lifts up those 

who are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous. 
 
Pastor: The LORD watches over the strangers; he upholds the orphan and 

the widow, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 
People: The LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for all 

generations. Praise the LORD! 
 
 

Hymn Of Praise - This is the feast ...” (Please remain standing) 
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First Reading - Isaiah 35:4-7a (Please be seated) 
 
These verses are a word of hope to the exiles in Babylon. Chapter 34 portrays God’s vengeance on Edom, 
Israel’s age-old enemy, which makes the path from Babylon to Zion safe for the exiles’ return. The desert itself 
will flow with water to give drink to the returning exiles. 
 
4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. 
He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save 
you.” 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
unstopped; 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless 
sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the 
desert; 7athe burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of 
water. 
 

Second Reading - James 2:1-10, 14-17 (Please remain seated) 

 
Faithful Christians do not show partiality to the rich and powerful of the world, especially at the expense of the 
poor and weak. Likewise, faith does not pay mere lip-service to God’s will. Instead, a living Christian faith 
expresses itself in acts of compassion and mercy for those in need. 
 
1My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our 
glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes 
comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and 
if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, 
please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 
4have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil 
thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor 
in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised 
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to those who love him? 6But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who 
oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? 7Is it not they who blaspheme 
the excellent name that was invoked over you? 8You do well if you really fulfill the 
royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
9But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as 
transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has 
become accountable for all of it. …  14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if 
you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith save you? 15If a brother 
or sister is naked and lacks daily food, 16and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; 
keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is 
the good of that? 17So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 
 
 

Verse (Psalm 147:2–3. Please stand) 

 
Pastor: Alleluia! The LORD builds up Jerusalem; He gathers the outcasts of 

Israel. 
People: He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. Alleluia!  
 

Gospel - Mark 7:24-37 (Please remain standing) 

 
In Mark’s gospel, encounters with women usually signify turning points in Jesus’ ministry. Here, a conversation 
with a Syrophoenician woman marks the beginning of his mission to the Gentiles. 
 
24[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did 
not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,25but a 
woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, 
and she came and bowed down at his feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, of 
Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 
27He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s 
food and throw it to the dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under 
the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, “For saying that, you 
may go—the demon has left your daughter.” 30So she went home, found the child 
lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, 
and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the 
Decapolis. 32They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his 
speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33He took him aside in private, 
away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched 
his tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” 
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that is, “Be opened.” 35And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was 
released, and he spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the 
more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37They were 
astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes 
the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.” 
 
 

Hymn - O Lord, Who Brightens Darkened Eyes (Tune: LBW #269, please be seated) 

 
O Lord, who brightens darkened eyes, 
So grant me sight to recognize 
The pain and need of rich and poor, 
To share a glimpse of all in store. 
 
O Lord, who loosed the muted tongue, 
So give me voice for prayers unsung. 
May words of truth flow from my lips 
With courage as Your Word equips. 
 
O Lord, who opened silent ears, 
So help me hear the longing fears 
Of those who sorrow all alone 
And comfort them with joys unknown. 
 
O Lord, who set the captive free, 
So break my bonds of apathy. 
Forgive me when I fail in deed, 
My heart locked to my neighbor’s need. 
 
O Lord, who made the ailing leap, 
So strengthen me, Your will to keep. 
You died and rose to live again 
That we may rise with You. Amen! 

 
Text: Lisa M. Clark. Copyright © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
 
 
 



9 

Message The Poor Serve The Poor 
James 2:1-10, 14-17 

 

Nicene Creed (Spoken together. Please Stand) 

 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the 
only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father. Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has 
spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen 
 

Prayer Of The Church (Psalm 28:1a, please remain standing) 
 

Pastor: David once wrote, “To you, O LORD, I call; my rock, do not refuse to 
hear me.” We come before our Lord praying these same words. - silent 

prayer - O Lord, like those of whom the prophet Isaiah wrote, we too 
often have anxious hearts. Give us Your Holy Spirit that we might be 
strong and fear not. Let us take You up on Your gracious invitation 
to cast all our anxieties on You because You care for us. To You, O 
Lord, I call; 

People: my rock, do not refuse to hear me. 
 

Pastor: O Lord, through Your servant James, You admonish us to show no 
partiality. Give us the desire to show love to and welcome all people 
into our midst, regardless of outward appearances. To You, O Lord, 
I call; 

People: my rock, do not refuse to hear me. 



10 

Pastor: O Lord, Your Son, Jesus Christ, cast out demons and gave hearing 
to the deaf. Grant that we trust in Your will today for healing and 
restoration. We ask that, according to Your will, You would lay Your 
hand upon those who are need of healing. To You, O Lord, I call; 

People: my rock, do not refuse to hear me. 
 

Pastor: O Lord, You have done all things well. You pronounced all things as 
good at the creation of the world. Give us wisdom and resources to 
care for Your creation as faithful stewards of Your gifts to us. To You, 
O Lord, I call; 

People: my rock, do not refuse to hear me. 
 

Pastor: O Lord, give us faithful hearts with which to receive Your Son’s body 
and blood at Your Table. Grant that it strengthen and sustain us in 
the one true faith. To You, O Lord, I call; 

People: my rock, do not refuse to hear me. 
 

Additional prayers: 
Pastor: To You, O Lord, I call; 
People: my rock, do not refuse to hear me. 

 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 
in Your mercy. 

People:  Amen. 
 

Sharing of God’s Gifts (Offerings are received. Please be seated) 

 

Offering Prayer (Please remain seated) 

 
Lay Minister: God of life, you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of 

our life and our labor. Take them, offered in great thanksgiving, and 
use them to set a table that will heal the whole creation; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Light. 

People: Amen. 
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Communion Hymn - One Bread, One Body (ELW #496, please remain seated) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text and Music: John Foley; © 1978 John B. Foley and New Dawn Music. Used by Permission. CCLI #209714 

 
 

Sacrament Of The Altar 
(Please stand) 

 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen 
creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, 
becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from 
the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life 
everlasting. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pastor: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy 
on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into 
our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we 
receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice 
of His body and His blood on the cross. Gathered in the name and 
the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, 
and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth 
to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver 
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of Me.” … In the same way also He took the 
cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” … As often as we eat 
this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He 
comes. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body 

and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess 
Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the 
tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, 
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your 
kingdom and teach us to pray: 

People: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Pastor: Speak to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, and make us one 
with you. 
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Distribution (Please be seated) 

 
Approach the altar at the usher’s direction.  Communion is received kneeling—the bread in 
your outstretched open hands, the wine in a small cup.  Place empty cups in the tray carried 
by the acolyte or lay minister.  If you wish only a blessing, just fold your hands together over 
your heart. 
 
Prayer before Communion (Prayed privately before going to the altar) 
Merciful God, we do not presume to come to your table trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in your abundant mercy. Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat and drink the body 
and blood of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, that we may live in him and he in us, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
Prayer After Communion (Prayed privately after returning to your seated) 
Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Grant that we who have received the sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him 
and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 

Blessing (Please stand) 

 

Post Communion Canticle (Please remain standing) 
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Post-Communion Thanksgiving (Please remain standing) 

 
Pastor: Let us pray. … We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 

refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of 
Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

Benediction (Psalm 146:1–2, Please remain standing) 

 
Pastor: Praise the LORD! 
People: Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
 
Pastor: I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
People: I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on 

you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and 
give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn - Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise (ELW #834, please remain standing) 
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Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt. Music: ST. DENIO, Welsh traditional; arr. John Roberts, 1807-1876. Used as 
Public domain 

 
 

Announcements 
 

Recessional 
 
 
 

Serving The Lord With Gladness 
 

Pastor:  Ricky Adams 
Organist:  Janet Reese 
Lay Minister: Rick Kenney 
Altar Guild:  Vicki McGowan 
Coffee Hour: AnaHilda and John Mosher 
Counters:  Beverly Erbel and Vicki McGowan 
Lay Reader:  Jerry Locey 
Ushers:  Jackie and Keith Stoneking 
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Activities This Week: 
 
Sunday – September 9 9:30am  Service of the Word 
    And Sacrament 
 
Tuesday – September 11 9:30-12:30pm Stage Door (PH) 
     6:30 PM  Women’s Bible Class (L) 
 
Wednesday – September 12 2:45 pm  Patricia Miner (S) 

6:00 pm  Stage Door (PH) 
 
Saturday – September 15 8:30-9:30am  Pilates (PH) 
     9:30a-12:30pm Stage Door (PH) 
 
Sunday – September 16 9:30am  Service of the Word 
 
 

Information About Peace Lutheran Church - If you desire to know more 

about Peace Lutheran Church such as teachings; affiliations, membership or other 
questions, please feel free to contact Pastor Adams. 
 

Office Phone – (415) 388-2065 
Home Phone – (415) 388-7190 
Email – pastor@plcmarin.org 
 

Flowers – Flowers today are given to the glory of God 

 

Refreshments - will be served in Luther Lounge and surrounding areas 

following worship today. Guests and members stay and meet one another again 
or for the first time. 
 

Birthdays – Blessings to those celebrating birthdays this week. 

 
Monday - Laureen Schneeberger 
Saturday - Rose Marie Wyneken 
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Anniversaries – Blessings to those celebrating anniversaries this week. 

 
9-15  Art & Mimi Strassburger 
 

Communion Assistants – We need two Communion Assistants for Sunday, 

September 23. Please contact Pastor Adams or Vicki McGowan. 
 

Sunday Servers – We need people to help as servers during October. Please 

sign up to help! The sheet is in the church entrance. 
 

Women’s Bible Class – Women’s Bible Class is Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in the 

Lounge.  
 

Community Prayer – Father Patrick Michaels of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

has tentatively set a prayer rally at Depot Square in Mill Valley for this Saturday, 
September 15, at Noon. He has invited the members of the community to join. The 
prayers will be to remember those who have been abused at the hands of pastors 
and other religious leaders.  
 

Flowers – If you would like to donate flowers for worship in memory of a person 

or observing a personal event, please contact pastor via email at 
pastor@plcmarin.org 
 

Sunday Bulletins - for Peace Lutheran church are available online for use 

during the worship service. The link is http://bulletin.plcmarin.org 
 
 

Weekly Devotional Helps 
September 9 - September 15, 2018 

 
Morning Prayer 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 
have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep 
me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please 
You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  
Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  
Amen. 
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Evening Prayer 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 
have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 
where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For into Your hands 
I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with 
me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
 
Prayer For The Sick 
By your power, great God, our Lord Jesus healed the sick and gave new hope to 
the hopeless. Though we cannot command or possess your power, we pray for 
those who want to be healed. Mend their wounds, soothe fevered brows, and make 
broken people whole again. Help us to welcome every healing as a sign that, 
though death is against us, you are for us, and have promised renewed and risen 
life in Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 
 

Scripture Readings Through The Week 
 

Monday – September 10  Tuesday – September 11 
  Isaiah 38:10-20     Isaiah 38:10-20 
  Joshua 6:1-21     Joshua 8:1-23 
  Hebrews 11:29-12:2    Hebrews 12:3-13 
 
Wednesday – September 12 Thursday – September 13 
  Isaiah 38:10-20     Psalm 116:1-9 
  Judges 15:9-20     Joshua 1:2-14 
  Matthew 17:14-21     Hebrews 11:17-22 
 
Friday – September 14  Saturday – September 15 
  Psalm 116:1-9     Psalm 116:1-9 
  Joshua 2:15-24     Joshua 6:22-27 
  James 2:17-26     Matthew 21:23-32 

 

Scripture Readings For Next Sunday 
 

Pentecost 17 
Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Psalm 116:1-9 
James 3:1-12 
Mark 8:27-38 


