
April Newsletter 

To help vulnerable women to be self reliant and responsible citizens 

that can fend for themselves and their children. Role models,  

psychological support and as much security as possible is offered. 

Vocational training in hairdressing and hotel management and  

catering  takes place in the heart of Bulawayo at the Drop In  

centre . Agriculture is taught on a business model  at The Farm, a 

shelter  and working farm  nestled in the rural Siphizini, 22km from 

Bulawayo. 

 

A warm welcome to all! It‟s great to have you with us. So much has been  

happening at Precious Life and the start of the school holidays has allowed a 

moment to recollect. To begin with, it so warmed our hearts when Jacqueline 

and Shalom returned to live with Shalom‟s 19 year old father. Some will  

remember Shalom from our last newsletter, we lift our hats to her father and 

wish this young family happiness.  Jacqueline leaves us after 8 months having 

just passed 3 Zimsec „O‟ Levels out of the 5 subjects taken. Kata, one of our 

mentors, passed 1 of 3 and Anna wrote 1 and did not get a pass. Mayibongwe 

passed both of her 2 subjects and overall we are proud of all the effort put into 

furthering their education. Others have also left for greener pastures. From the 

farm we wave goodbye to Hazel, Azwinei and Mayibongwe who have started 

independent living.  
“Let yourself become living poetry.” Rumi 

 

„Picture This‟ was a well received photography exhibition showcased at the  

Bulawayo Art Gallery.  

After fundraising for and  

pulling off a photography 

course for the young ladies at 

the farm, Oria Mambira chose 

the best pictures and put them 

on exhibition. The ability and  

creativity shown left a  

powerful mark in regards to 

what hidden talent there is  

always around us. 
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The „Drop In‟ centre started simply as a safe place for young women to talk about 

their challenges and has drastically expanded since. Every year the centre has two 

fresh intakes of students and our January intake finished classes this April. In the 

Hotel and Catering classes we have had twenty one students.  

Eleven students have been graciously given attachment positions for work  

related learning and the other ten are currently looking. Two have gone to Somalisa 

safari camp in Hwange, two to Kanga camp in Mana Pools and three to Matopo 

Hills lodge. Haefelis, right here in the Bulawayo centre has taken four students.  

We have had 17 students for hairdressing, all of whom will be going for work  

related learning in various local salons. We often invite speakers from all walks of 

life to help open the minds of these young 

mothers. During this past intake Nohlanhla 

Ndlovu kindly offered support through  

counselling and psycho-social activities. 

 

The Ministry of Gender and Women‟s Affairs 

carried out a workshop at the centre on how to 

grow potatoes in a sack.  This innovative  

method reduces inputs such as water and space 

and can produce up to five times the yield of  

conventional farming! The Precious Life  

women have started their first crop and many 

have taken this knowledge and begun  

implementing it at home. 

A seed is a promise. 



 

 

“Sometimes our light goes out, but is blown again into instant flame by an encounter with another human being.” Albert 

Schweitzer  

In the words of Lowizar, a Precious Life teacher and role model; “At first these 

young mothers were defeated, and all hopes shattered...but by the time the term 

comes to an end hope for a bright future had returned...because of the ability to 

use their hands on the skills that they are newly acquiring at Precious Life  

foundation.” We warmly welcome our newest member of the Precious Life 

farm. Alice (her real name has been withheld for reasons of privacy) is fifteen 

and came to us through Child line this month after having been a sex-slave in 

Bulawayo since the beginning of this year. Her story is one which is becoming 

all too common. Having left dire poverty in the rural areas because her sister  

had found employment in town, both Alice and her sister were left stranded  

upon realising that her sister had simply lost her job. A female pimp found and 

misled them into a brutal life. Alice escaped thanks to some good  

Samaritans  after her sister had managed to run away.  Luckily her first test 

shows that she is not HIV positive and we pray that her second test after three 

months remains HIV negative. Alice‟s family has little to give her financially 

and she only has a primary school education with her grade 7 results outstand-

ing because they could not afford to pay the fees. Her mother has requested that 

she stay with Precious Life for counselling and to continue with her education.  
 

“Look beyond what you see.” Rafiki 

 

The farm has been a hive of construction work. 

By the time you read this Precious Life farm will 

have a working bio-gas digester! It turns our  

cattle dung into gas and bio-slurry. The gas will 

power the cooking needs of the shelter and the 

bio-slurry will help our fields  at five times the 

potency of normal farmyard manure.  We are 

proud to be the forerunners of this technology in 

Matabeleland and will continue striving for a 

greener future at the farm. A transformer for  

electricity is also currently being set up so that  

there is the ability to expand further in the future 

as development continues.  



The two classrooms are 

nearing completion  and 

our lodge to house  

volunteers has reached 

thatching level. We have 

revamped our chicken 

coup in order to provide 

better comfort to the ani-

mals and this should have 

a positive effect on egg 

production.  Likewise two 

of our cattle fell ill and 

have since recovered after 

much TLC. 
“While we do our good works let us not forget that the real solution lies in a world in which charity will become 

unnecessary.” -Chinua Achebe 

We would like to give  

special thanks  to all those who 

came to our aid this month: To 

SNV, HIVOS, the  

Ministry of Agriculture,  

Mechanisation and Irrigation 

Development and the Ministry 

of Energy and Power  

Development for using  

Precious Life farm in the  

Zimbabwe Domestic Biogas  

Program.  

To  a well wisher (we have not 

asked permission for his name to be published) in the UK for his newly initiated 

£50 a month donation. 

To Mrs Souter who has donated two beds for our lodge. 

To Mrs Thompson for the timely clothes donation needed by our new girls. 

While we are doing everything possible to reach self-sufficiency, there is still a 

great need and Precious Life relies heavily on the well-wishes of others. If you 

would like to help please contact us at info@preciouslifefoundation.org  


