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Welcome to Peace Lutheran Church! 
Whether you’re a first time visitor or a long-time member, we welcome you to 
worship this morning! If you are visiting, we look forward to meeting you and 
hope you will join us again, soon. We would appreciate your signing our 

guestbook before you leave.   
 

+ + + + + + + 
 

Some Helpful Information 
 
Please Feel Free To Sit At Anytime During The Worship Service:   During the 
worship services at Peace Lutheran there are many times when the people stand.  
Sometimes the standing can be quite lengthy.  We do not want to place any undue 
burden on anyone worshipping with us.  Therefore, please feel free to sit whenever 
you desire.  Thank you and Christ's blessings. 
 
Restrooms – A restroom is located to the right just as you leave the sanctuary 
and enter the entrance hall. Restrooms for men and women are also located at the 
top of the stairs in the Parish Hall. Go into the lounge, turn right and continue up 
the stairs.  
 
Fellowship and Refreshments – Immediately following worship, coffee and other 
refreshments and treats are served in Luther Lounge (the lounge just off the 
entrance hall). Come relax with us and enjoy the company as we will certainly 
enjoy your company. 
 
Holy Communion – At Peace Lutheran we celebrate Holy Communion on the 
second and fourth Sunday of each month. Holy Communion is a very special meal 
for the children of God in Christ. All who have been baptized and believe in Jesus 
Christ as their Lord and Savior and all those who hunger and thirst for Christ’s 
forgiveness and God’s strength for living, are invited to join in Holy Communion. 
Grape juice (instead of wine) is available in the individual glasses in the middle of 
the tray. The wine is red; the grape juice is white. Pastor blesses any of the children 
who are brought to the communion rail. Any adults who come to the rail and desire 
a blessing but not communion may cross their arms and pastor will bless them. 
 

Please join us again next week! 
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Fifth Sunday After Pentecost 
June 24, 2018 

 

As We Gather 
Wind. Storm. Waves. This describes what Jesus’ disciples experienced on the 
Sea of Galilee, and they thought they were perishing! Can you relate? Perhaps 
you’ve felt the bluster of sickness or the storm of financial crisis or the waves of 
worry and anxiety. In the storms of life, know that the same Savior who was with 
His followers in the tempest on Galilee is with you today. The One who brought 

peace with His Word still gives peace in His Word and Sacrament today. 
Thank you for worshipping at Peace Lutheran Church today! 

 
 

Prayer Before Worship - We find ourselves tossed about in the many storms 

of life, O Lord, and we need you to be our safe haven. Come to us, O desire of our 
hearts, and give us the peace we need. - Dennis Bushkofsky. Bread for the Day 2018: Daily Bible 

Readings and Prayers (Sundays and Seasons) (p. 194). Augsburg Fortress. Kindle Edition. 

 
 

Pre-Service Music (A time for silent reflection) 

 
 

Ringing Of The Bell 
 
 

Welcome 
 
 

Confession Of Sin And Forgiveness (Please stand) 

 
Pastor: In the waters of baptism, we were made children of God. As baptized 

children of God let us begin in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen 
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Pastor: We let fears control us, we let doubt become the way of life for us. If 
we but look, we will see our lives, and our world, cradled in God's 
loving hands. Let us confess our lack of faith, even as we trust the 
One who has promised to listen to our words, as well as our hearts. 
Join me as we confess together, saying, 

All:  Each day, our fears, our doubts, our worries wash over us, until 
we come to believe that you do not care for us. There seems to 
be so much wrong in the world, we are convinced that there is 
nothing good we can do. The storms of sin and temptation 
batter at us, and we cower, unable to find the faith to withstand 
them. Forgive us, God of Hope. Remind us that if we but open 
our hearts, you will heal us. If we but listen to your words, we 
will hear peace and joy. If we but open our lives to you, we can 
go forth to serve our sisters and brothers, even as we have been 
served by our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 
Pastor: With calming words, with a peaceful Spirit, with overflowing love and 

hope, our God forgives us and fills us with faith. 
People: Our God affirms us for who we are—those whose brokenness 

is made whole, whose sin is forgiven, whose lives overflow with 
faith. Thanks be to God! Amen. - written by Thom Shuman, and posted on Lectionary 

Liturgies. 

 
We greet one another with the peace of the Lord 

 
 

Entrance Hymn - Eternal Father, Strong to Save (LBW #467, please remain standing) 

 
1. Eternal Father, strong to save, 
    whose arm has bound the restless wave, 
    who bade the mighty ocean deep 
    its own appointed limits keep: 
    oh, hear us when we cry to thee 
    for those in peril on the sea. 
 
2. O Savior, whose almighty word 
    the winds and waves submissive heard, 
    who walked upon the foaming deep, 
    and calm amid the storm didst sleep: 
    oh, hear us when we cry to thee 
    for those in peril on the sea. 
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3. O Holy Spirit, who didst brood 
    upon the chaos dark and rude, 
    and bid its angry tumult cease, 
    and give, for wild confusion, peace: 
    oh, hear us when we cry to thee 
    for those in peril on the sea. 
 
4. O Trinity of love and pow'r, 
    all trav'lers guard in danger's hour 
    from rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
    protect them wheresoe'er they go; 
    thus evermore shall rise to thee 
    glad hymns and praise from land and sea. 

 
Text: William Whiting, 1825-1878, alt. 

 
 

Psalm – Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32 (Please remain standing) 

 
Pastor: O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love 

endures forever. 
People: Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, those he redeemed from 

trouble 
 
Pastor: and gathered in from the lands, from the east and from the west, from 

the north and from the south. 
People: Some went down to the sea in ships, doing business on the 

mighty waters; 
 
Pastor: they saw the deeds of the LORD, his wondrous works in the deep. 
People: For he commanded and raised the stormy wind, which lifted up 

the waves of the sea. 
 
Pastor: They mounted up to heaven, they went down to the depths; their 

courage melted away in their calamity; 
People: they reeled and staggered like drunkards, and were at their wits’ 

end. 
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Pastor: Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and he brought them out 
from their distress; 

People: he made the storm be still, and the waves of the sea were 
hushed. 

 
Pastor: Then they were glad because they had quiet, and he brought them 

to their desired haven. 
People: Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love, for his wonderful 

works to humankind. 
 
Pastor: Let them extol him in the congregation of the people, and praise him 

in the assembly of the elders. 
 
 

Hymn - Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me (Tune: LBW #82, please be seated) 
 
1. Jesus, Savior, pilot me 
    over life's tempestuous sea; 
    unknown waves before me roll, 
    hiding rock and treach'rous shoal; 
    chart and compass come from thee. 
    Jesus, Savior, pilot me. 
 
2. As a mother stills her child, 
    thou canst hush the ocean wild; 
    boist'rous waves obey thy will 
    when thou say'st to them: "Be still." 
    Wondrous sov'reign of the sea, 
    Jesus, Savior, pilot me. 
 
3. When at last I near the shore, 
    and the fearful breakers roar 
    twixt me and the peaceful rest, 
    then, while leaning on thy breast, 
    may I hear thee say to me: 
    "Fear not, I will pilot thee." 

 
Text: Edward Hopper, 1818-1888 
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First Reading - Job 38:1-11 (Please remain seated) 

 
At the end of the book of Job, after Job and his companions have argued about the cause of the great suffering 
Job endures, God finally speaks. These verses begin that speech, which is a grand vision of creation, 
describing God’s ordering of the cosmos and inviting Job to marvel at its beauty. 
 
1The LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind: 2“Who is this that darkens counsel 
by words without knowledge? 3Gird up your loins like a man, I will question you, 
and you shall declare to me. 4“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the 
earth? Tell me, if you have understanding. 5Who determined its measurements—
surely you know! Or who stretched the line upon it? 6On what were its bases sunk, 
or who laid its cornerstone 7when the morning stars sang together and all the 
heavenly beings shouted for joy? 8“Or who shut in the sea with doors when it burst 
out from the womb?—9when I made the clouds its garment, and thick darkness its 
swaddling band, 10and prescribed bounds for it, and set bars and doors, 11and said, 
‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther, and here shall your proud waves be 
stopped’?” 
 
 

Second Reading - 2 Corinthians 6:1-13 (Please remain seated) 

 
Paul and his fellow workers experience great hardships and even rejection while carrying out their missionary 
work. Nevertheless, Paul continuously proclaims that God has not rejected us but is graciously working for 
our salvation. 
 
1As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in 
vain. 2For he says, “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a day of 
salvation I have helped you.” See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day 
of salvation! 3We are putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be 
found with our ministry, 4but as servants of God we have commended ourselves 
in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 
5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity, 
knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7truthful speech, 
and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and 
for the left; 8in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated 
as impostors, and yet are true; 9as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, 
and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always 
rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing 
everything. 11We have spoken frankly to you Corinthians; our heart is wide open 
to you. 12There is no restriction in our affections, but only in yours. 13In return—I 
speak as to children—open wide your hearts also. 
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Gospel - Mark 4:35-41 (Please remain seated) 

 
Jesus’ calming of the storm on the sea reveals his power over evil, since the sea represents evil and chaos. 
The boat on the sea is a symbol of the church and invites us to trust God amid life’s turbulence. 
 
35When evening had come, [Jesus said to the disciples,] “Let us go across to the 
other side.” 36And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, 
just as he was. Other boats were with him. 37A great windstorm arose, and the 
waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already being swamped. 38But he 
was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and said to him, 
“Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” 39He woke up and rebuked the 
wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind ceased, and there was 
a dead calm. 40He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” 
41And they were filled with great awe and said to one another, “Who then is this, 
that even the wind and the sea obey him?” 
 
 

Hymn - Crashing Waters at Creation (Tune: LBW #551, please remain seated) 
 
1. Crashing waters at creation, 
    ordered by the Spirit's breath, 
    first to witness day's beginning 
    from the brightness of night's death: 
    Parting water stood and trembled 
    as the captives passed on through, 
    washing off the chains of bondage—  
    channel to a life made new. 
 
3. Cleansing water once at Jordan 
    closed around the one foretold, 
    opened to reveal the glory 
    ever new and ever old. 
    Living water, never ending, 
    quench the thirst and flood the soul. 
    Wellspring, source of life eternal, 
    drench our dryness, make us whole.  
 

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993. Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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Message 
“The Blinding Power Of Fear” 

Mark 4:35-41 
 
 

Confession Of Faith - Apostles Creed (Please stand and confess together) 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe 
in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of 
the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day 
he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen 
 
 

Prayers of Intercession (Please remain standing) 

 
Pastor: Growing in faith and discipleship, we give thanks for God’s merciful 

compassion as we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. - A 

brief silence. - Empowering God, you call your church to boldly proclaim 
your day of salvation. Bring unity to the faithful and provide 
opportunities for collaboration as we bring your good news to the 
world. Lord, in your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Creating God, you call forth life from the swirling waters of chaos, 

and you pour out water that nourishes the earth. Send forth ample 
rain for crops to flourish. Speak peace wherever homes, towns, 
businesses, and lands are damaged by hurricanes, floods, and 
tropical storms. Lord, in your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
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Pastor: Powerful God, come to the aid of all nations and leaders who fear 
storms of conflict, violence, or injustice. Raise up advocates and 
peacemakers to speak truth and hope into the world. Lord, in your 
mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Saving God, grant endurance and comfort to all who suffer affliction, 

hardship, hunger, violence, or sleepless nights of pain or anxiety. 
Give your promise of healing to all who long for salvation. Lord, in 
your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Additional Prayers 
 

Pastor: Eternal God, we give thanks for all the saints who have commended 
themselves to you in every way and who have endured in faith 
(especially John the Baptist). Bring us at last to the acceptable time 
of salvation for all creation. Lord, in your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Gracious God, we lift to you these prayers and the prayers of our 

hearts, trusting in your everlasting love and mercy, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 
 

Sharing of God’s Gifts (Offerings are received. Please be seated) 

 

Prayer (Please be seated) 

 
Lay Minister: Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of every 

living thing. You have set this feast before us. Open our hands to 
receive it. Open our hearts to embrace it. Open our lives to live it. We 
pray this through Christ our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
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Communion Hymn - O God Our Help In Ages Past (ELW #632, please remain seated) 

 

 

 
 
5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 6 O God, our help in ages past, 
   bears all our years away;     our hope for years to come, 
   we fly forgotten, as a dream     still be our guard while troubles last 
   dies at the op’ning day.     and our eternal home! 

 
Text: IsaacWatts, 1674-1748, alt.; Music: ST. ANNE, William Croft, 1678—1727. Used as Public domain 

 
 

 Sacrament Of Holy Communion  
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.  
People: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 
everlasting God, for You sent Your Son to calm storms, heal the sick, 
and forgive the sinner by His life, death, and resurrection. Therefore, 
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 
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Pastor: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy 

on those whom You created and sent Your only Son into our flesh to 
bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the 
salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body 
and His blood on the cross. . . . Gathered in the name and the 
remembrance of Jesus, we ask You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 
strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His 
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. 
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate 
with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 
which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for 
you. This do in remembrance of Me.” . . . In the same way also He 
took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave 
it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament 
in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” . . . As often as 
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we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until He comes. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  
 
Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body 

and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess 
Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the 
tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, 
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your 
kingdom and teach us to pray: 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
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Distribution (Please be seated) 

 
Approach the altar at the usher’s direction.  Communion is received kneeling—the bread in 
your outstretched open hands, the wine in a small cup.  Place empty cups in the tray carried 
by the acolyte or lay minister.  If you wish only a blessing, just fold your hands together over 
your heart. 
 
Prayer before Communion (Prayed privately before going to the altar) 
Merciful God, we do not presume to come to your table trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in your abundant mercy. Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat and drink the body 
and blood of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, that we may live in him and he in us, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
Prayer After Communion (Prayed privately after returning to your seate) 
Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Grant that we who have received the sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him 
and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Blessing (Please stand) 

 
 

Post-Communion Thanksgiving (Please remain standing) 

 
Pastor: Let us pray. … We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 

refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of 
Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
 

Benediction (Please remain standing) 

 
Pastor: Jesus, Savior, pilot me; Over life’s tempestuous sea; 
People: Unknown waves before me roll, Hiding rock and treach’rous 

shoal. 
 
Pastor: Chart and compass come from Thee. 
People: Jesus, Savior, pilot me. 
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Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on 
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and 
 give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
 

Dismissal (Please remain standing) 

 
Pastor: Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Closing Hymn - God, Whose Almighty Word (LBW #400, please remain standing) 

 
1. God, whose almighty word  2. Lord, who once came to bring, 
    chaos and darkness heard      on your redeeming wing, 
    and took their flight:       healing and sight, 
    hear us, we humbly pray,      health to the sick in mind, 
    and where the gospel day      sight to the inly blind: 
    sheds not its glorious ray,      oh, now to humankind 
    let there be light!       let there be light! 
 
3. Spirit of truth and love,  4. Holy and blessed three, 
    life-giving, holy dove,       glorious Trinity, 
    speed forth your flight;      wisdom, love, might! 
    move on the water’s face      Boundless as ocean’s tide, 
    bearing the lamp of grace,      rolling in fullest pride, 
    and in earth’s darkest place      through the earth, far and wide, 
    let there be light!       let there be light! 

 
Text: John Marriott, 1780-1825, alt. 

 
 

Announcements 
 
 

Recessional 
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Serving The Lord With Gladness 
 

Pastor:  Ricky Adams 
Organist:  Janet Reese 
Lay Minister: Rick Kenney 
Altar Guild:  Vicki McGowan 
Coffee Hour: MaryAnn Griller 
Counter:  Vicki McGowan 
Usher:   
Lay Reader:  Janet Reese 
 
 

Activities This Week: 
 
Sunday – June 24 9:30am  Service of the Word 
    And Sacrament 
 
Tuesday – June 26  9:30-12:30pm Stage Door (PH) 
 
Wednesday – June 27  6pm   Stage Door (PH) 
 
Saturday – June 30  8:30-9:30am  Pilates (PH) 
     9:30a-12:30pm Stage Door (PH) 
 
Sunday – July 1 9:30am  Service of the Word 
 
 

Information About Peace Lutheran Church - If you desire to know more 

about Peace Lutheran Church such as teachings; affiliations, membership or other 
questions, please feel free to contact Pastor Adams. 
 

Office Phone – (415) 388-2065 
Home Phone – (415) 388-7190 
Email – pastor@plcmarin.org  
 

Flowers – Flowers today are given to the glory of God. 
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Refreshments - will be served in Luther Lounge and surrounding areas 

following worship today. Guests and members stay and meet one another again 
or for the first time. 
 

Birthday – Blessings to those celebrating birthdays this week. 

 
Wednesday - Kristen Hole 

 

Creekside Fridays - Creekside Fridays are on Fridays at the Brown Cabin 

across the street. Peace Lutheran Church has it own table so come join us on 
Fridays until August 10, beginning at 6:00 p.m. On July 6th, the band will be 
‘Wendy DeWitt’. Remember, this is a family friendly event with jumpees and face 
painting! So, bring your winter coats and join the fun! 
 

Sunday Servers – We need people to help as servers during June and July. 

Please sign up to help! The sheet is in the church entrance. 
 

Flowers – If you would like to donate flowers for worship in memory of a person 

or observing a personal event, please contact pastor via email at 
pastor@plcmarin.org 
 

Sunday Bulletins - for Peace Lutheran church are available online for use 

during the worship service. The link is http://bulletin.plcmarin.org 
 
 

Weekly Devotional Helps 
June 24 – June 30, 2018 

 
Morning Prayer 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 
have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep 
me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please 
You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  
Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  
Amen. 
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Evening Prayer 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 
have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 
where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For into Your hands 
I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with 
me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
 
Prayer For The Sick 
By your power, great God, our Lord Jesus healed the sick and gave new hope to 
the hopeless. Though we cannot command or possess your power, we pray for 
those who want to be healed. Mend their wounds, soothe fevered brows, and make 
broken people whole again. Help us to welcome every healing as a sign that, 
though death is against us, you are for us, and have promised renewed and risen 
life in Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 
 

Scripture Readings Through The Week 
 

Monday – June 25   Tuesday – June 26 
  Psalm 65      Psalm 65 
  Exodus 7:14-24     Exodus 9:13-35 
  Acts 27:13-38     Acts 27:39-44 
 
Wednesday – June 27  Thursday – June 28 
  Psalm 65      Psalm 30 
  Joshua 10:1-14     Lamentations 1:16-22 
  Mark 6:45-52     2 Corinthians 7:2-16 
 
Friday – June 29   Saturday – June 30 
  Psalm 30      Psalm 30 
  Lamentations 2:1-12    Lamentations 2:18-22 
  2 Corinthians 8:1-7    Luke 4:31-37 

 

Scripture Readings For Next Sunday 
 

Pentecost 6 
Lamentations 3:22-33 
Psalm 30 
2 Corinthians 8:7-15 
Mark 5:21-43 
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Commemorations 
 
June 24 - John the Baptist: John said, "[Jesus] must increase, but I must 
decrease." And so his birth is celebrated half a year before Jesus', just as the 
daylight in the northern hemisphere begins to wane. Jesus honored John as being 
the greatest prophet. 
 
June 25 - Presentation of the Augsburg Confession, 1530: On this day in 1530 
the German and Latin editions of the Augsburg Confession were presented to the 
Emperor Charles of the Holy Roman Empire. The Augsburg Confession was 
written by Philipp Melanchthon and endorsed by Martin Luther, and consists of a 
brief summary of points in which the reformers saw their teaching as either 
agreeing with or differing from that of the Roman Catholic Church of the time. 
 
June 25 - Philipp Melanchthon, renewer of the church, died 1560: Though he 
died on April 19, Philipp Melanchthon is commemorated today because of his 
connection with the Augsburg Confession. Colleague and co-reformer with Martin 
Luther, Melanchthon was a brilliant scholar, known as "the teacher of Germany." 
 
June 27 - Cyril, Bishop of Alexandria, died 444: Cyril defended the orthodox 
teachings about the person of Christ. After a conflict involving all of the major 
Christian leaders of the time, it was decided that Cyril's interpretation, that Christ's 
person included both divine and human natures, was correct. 
 
June 28 - Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, died around 202: This important early 
church leader tried very hard to hold to the faith handed down by the apostles. An 
opponent of the movement known as gnosticism, Irenaeus was one of the first to 
speak of the church as catholic, or linked together. 
 
June 29 - Peter and Paul, Apostles: These two strong-willed apostles are the 
pillars of the church in the first generation after Christ. Peter was one of the Twelve, 
one who both offered a glorious confession of faith and later denied knowing 
Jesus. Paul once led the persecution of Christians, then was converted and helped 
bring the faith to non-Jewish people. 
 
Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License #SAS009220. 


