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Welcome to Peace Lutheran Church! 
Whether you’re a first time visitor or a long-time member, we welcome you to 
worship this morning! If you are visiting, we look forward to meeting you and 
hope you will join us again, soon. We would appreciate your signing our 

guestbook before you leave.   
 

+ + + + + + + 
 

Some Helpful Information 
 
Please Feel Free To Sit At Anytime During The Worship Service:   During the 
worship services at Peace Lutheran there are many times when the people stand.  
Sometimes the standing can be quite lengthy.  We do not want to place any undue 
burden on anyone worshipping with us.  Therefore, please feel free to sit whenever 
you desire.  Thank you and Christ's blessings. 
 
Restrooms – A restroom is located to the right just as you leave the sanctuary 
and enter the entrance hall. Restrooms for men and women are also located at the 
top of the stairs in the Parish Hall. Go into the lounge, turn right and continue up 
the stairs.  
 
Fellowship and Refreshments – Immediately following worship, coffee and other 
refreshments and treats are served in Luther Lounge (the lounge just off the 
entrance hall). Come relax with us and enjoy the company as we will certainly 
enjoy your company. 
 
Holy Communion – At Peace Lutheran we celebrate Holy Communion on the 
second and fourth Sunday of each month. Holy Communion is a very special meal 
for the children of God in Christ. All who have been baptized and believe in Jesus 
Christ as their Lord and Savior and all those who hunger and thirst for Christ’s 
forgiveness and God’s strength for living, are invited to join in Holy Communion. 
Grape juice (instead of wine) is available in the individual glasses in the middle of 
the tray. The wine is red; the grape juice is white. Pastor blesses any of the children 
who are brought to the communion rail. Any adults who come to the rail and desire 
a blessing but not communion may cross their arms and pastor will bless them. 
 

Please join us again next week! 
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Seventh Sunday After Pentecost 
July 23, 2017 

 

As We Gather 
With the whole creation we groan together in birthing pains, waiting for the 

redemption of all things. Things are not how they were intended to be. We are 
not home yet. This sad state of affairs is the result of people who are playing 

God. The devil is in on this, sowing weeds throughout the field of this world. But 
there is no God besides God the Holy Trinity, not in heaven above nor on earth 

below—not you, not me, not anyone. The real God has appointed that we and all 
humanity are saved in hope through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our true 
home is the kingdom of God introduced by Jesus. Along our journey home, even 
when we do not know what to pray, our hope is sustained by the intercessions of 
God the Holy Spirit, whose groanings on our behalf are deeper than words can 

tell. Thank you for worshipping at Peace Lutheran Church today! 
 
 

Prayer Before Worship - God of Jacob, who rested his head on a stone pillow 

and saw visions of your angels, be with us this day. Give us a vision of your 
presence in the midst of our strife. Give us courage and confidence that you are 
with us, calling us to be your loving people in the world. For we ask these things in 
Jesus’ Name. Amen. – by Nancy C. Townley, Ministry Matters Website 

 

Pre-Service Music (A time for reflection) 

 

Ringing Of The Bell 
 

Welcome 
 

Call To Worship (Please stand) 

 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD 

of hosts: “Who is like Me?” 
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People: You are the first and You are the last; besides You there is no 
God. 

 
Pastor: Fear not, nor be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared 

it? 
People: Behold, we are Your witnesses! 
 
Pastor: Is there a God besides Me?  
People: O Lord, we know no Rock besides You, and the earth is full of 

Your steadfast love. 
 

Entrance Hymn – Holy, Holy, Holy (LBW #165, please remain standing) 

 
1 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 
 Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 
 Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
 God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 
 
2 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 
 casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
 cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
 which wert and art and evermore shalt be. 
 
3 Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, 
 though the eye made blind by sin thy glory may not see, 
 only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 
 perfect in pow’r, in love and purity. 
 
4 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
 All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea. 
 Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
 God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

 
Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt. 

 

Confession And Forgiveness (Please remain standing) 

 
Pastor: Only God most high, 
People: the earth is full of Your steadfast love, but we have turned away 

to the many passing loves that arrest our attention. Forgetting 
there is no god besides You, we often think we know what is 
best for ourselves and for others. But we don’t. And so we groan 
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in pain with the consequences of our sins. Hear our cry for 
Jesus’ sake and have mercy on us. 

 
Pastor: Beloved in Christ, God—the only God—hears your cry for mercy, 

blotting out your transgressions for His own sake and remembering 
your sins no more. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of 
Jesus and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

(We share the ‘Peace of the Lord’ with one another) 

 
 

Hymn Of Praise - This is the feast ...” (Please remain standing) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(Final refrain on next page) 
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First Reading - Isaiah 44:6-8 (Please be seated) 

 
God claims the right to sole rule, because God announces things that actually do happen, while supposed 
divine opponents remain silent. God is Israel’s redeemer, that is, the best brother or sister they ever had. 
 

Lay Minister: Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the LORD 
of hosts: I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god. 
7Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, let them declare and set it forth 
before me. Who has announced from of old the things to come? Let 
them tell us what is yet to be. 8Do not fear, or be afraid; have I not 
told you from of old and declared it? You are my witnesses! Is there 
any god besides me? There is no other rock; I know not one. - This 
is the Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God 
 

Second Reading - Romans 8:12-25 (Please remain seated) 

 
For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us to pray as God’s 
children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that God will liberate us and creation 
from bondage to death and decay. 
 

Lay Reader: So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live 
according to the flesh—13for if you live according to the flesh, you will 
die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you 
will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 
15For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but 
you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 
16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God, 17and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint 
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heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also 
be glorified with him. 18I consider that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to 
us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 
children of God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its 
own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the 
creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will 
obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22We know 
that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 
23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits 
of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the 
redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope 
that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we 
hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. - This is the 
Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God 
 

Gospel - Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 (Please stand) 

 
Jesus tells a parable about the co-existence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will remove all 
evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history. 
 

Pastor: [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of 
heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his 
field;25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed 
weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants 
came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the 
slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not 
sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come 
from?’ 28He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to 
him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he replied, 
‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along 
with them. 30Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at 
harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind 
them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 
36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples 
approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field.” 37He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the 
Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed are the 
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children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 
39and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end 
of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are 
collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 
41The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his 
kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they will throw them 
into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of 
their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!” – This is the Gospel of our 
Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

A Thought For The Day (Please be seated) 

 
Hate can be a deeply stimulating emotion. The world becomes much easier to 
understand and much less terrifying if you divide everything and everyone into 
friends and enemies, we and they, good and evil. The easiest way to unite a group 
isn’t through love, because love is hard. It makes demands. Hate is simple. 
 
So the first thing that happens in a conflict is that we choose a side, because that’s 
easier than trying to hold two thoughts in our heads at the same time. The second 
thing that happens is that we seek out facts that confirm what we want to believe - 
comforting facts, ones that permit life to go on as normal. The third is that we 
dehumanize our enemy. There are many ways to doing that, but none easier than 
taking her name away from her. 
 
 So when night comes and the truths spread, no one types “Maya” on their cell 
phones or computer in Beartown, they type “M.” Or “the young woman.” Or “the 
slut.” No one talks about “the rape,” they all talk about “the allegation.” Or “the lie.” 
It starts with “nothing happened,” moves on to “and if anything did happen, it was 
voluntary,” escalates to “and if it wasn’t voluntary, she only has herself to blame; 
what did she think was going to happen if she got drunk and went into his room 
with him?” It starts with “she wanted it” and ends with “she deserved it.” 
 
It doesn’t take long to persuade each other to stop seeing a person as a person. 
And when enough people are quiet for long enough, a handful of voices can give 
the impression that everyone is screaming. 

 
From  Beartown by Fredrik Bachman 
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Hymn For The Day - Here I Am, Lord (ELW #574, please be seated) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text and Music: Dan Schutte; Arr. Michael Pope, SJ, Daniel L. Schutte. and John Weissrock ©1981 Daniel L. Schutte and 
New Dawn Music. Used by Permission. CCLI #209714 
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Message 
Thank God for Patience 

Rev. Dr. Alan Piotter 
 
 

Nicene Creed (Spoken together. Please Stand) 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all 
things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made 
man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He 
has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen 
 
 

Prayers of the Church (Please remain standing) 

 
 

Sharing of God’s Gifts (Offerings are received. Please be seated) 

 
 

Offering Prayer (Please be seated) 

 
Lay Minister: Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of every 

living thing. You have set this feast before us. Open our hands to 
receive it. Open our hearts to embrace it. Open our lives to live it. We 
pray this through Christ our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 
 



10 

Hymn – Lord Of All Hopefulness (LBW #469, please remain seated) 

 
1 Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 
 whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could destroy: 
 be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 
 your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 
 
2 Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 

  whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe: 
 be there at our labors, and give us, we pray, 

 your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 
 
3 Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 
 your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace: 
 be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 
 your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 
 
4 Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 
 whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm: 
 be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 
 your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 

 
Text: Jan Struther, 1901-1953, Text © Oxford University Press 1931. 

 
 
 

Sacrament Of The Altar 
 

Dialogue And Preface (Please Stand) 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Pastor:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame 
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us 
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 

 

Sanctus (From the Latin meaning “Holy”. Please remain standing) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thanksgiving At The Table (Please remain standing) 

 
Pastor: Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and 

eternal your reign. You have filled all creation with light and life; 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Through Abraham you 
promised to bless all nations. You rescued Israel, your chosen 
people. Through the prophets you renewed your promise; and, at this 
end of all the ages, you sent your Son, who in words and deeds 
proclaimed your kingdom and was obedient to your will, even to 
giving his life. ... In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord 
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. ... Again, after supper, he took the 
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cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. ...For as often 
as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the Lord's 
death until he comes. 

People: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Pastor: Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup we remember 

the life our Lord offered for us. And, believing the witness of his 
resurrection, we await his coming in power to share with us the great 
and promised feast. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Pastor: Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, the spirit of our Lord and of his 

resurrection, that we who receive the Lord's body and blood may live 
to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your 
saints in light.  

People: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Pastor: Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every 

place, and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high 
priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

People: Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all 
honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer (Prayed together. Please remain standing) 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Invitation To Communion (Please remain standing) 

 

Pastor: Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread. Our Lord’s body let us 
take together. 
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Lamb Of God (Please remain standing)  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Distribution (Please be seated) 

 
Approach the altar at the usher’s direction.  Communion is received kneeling—the bread in 
your outstretched open hands, the wine in a small cup.  Place empty cups in the tray carried 
by the acolyte or lay minister.  If you wish only a blessing, just fold your hands together over 
your heart. 
 
Prayer before Communion (Prayed privately before going to the altar) 
Merciful God, we do not presume to come to your table trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in your abundant mercy. Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat and drink the body 
and blood of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, that we may live in him and he in us, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
Prayer After Communion (Prayed privately after returning to your seate) 
Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Grant that we who have received the sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him 
and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 

Blessing (Please stand) 
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Post Communion Canticle (Please remain standing) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Prayer (Please remain standing) 

 
Pastor:  Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread 

and cup, but your very self, that we may feast on your great love. 
Filled again by these signs of your grace, may we hunger for your 
reign of justice, may we thirst for your way of peace, for you are Lord 
forevermore. 

People:  Amen. 
 

Benediction (Please remain standing) 

 
Pastor:  Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold to what is good; 

return no one evil for evil; strengthen the faint-hearted; support the 
weak; help the suffering; honor all people; love and serve the Lord, 
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. And may God, the Father, 
the (+) Son and the Holy Spirit Bless each of you.  

People: Amen 
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Dismissal (Please Stand) 

 
Lay Minister:  Go in peace. Live in love, as Christ loved us. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Closing Hymn – On What Has Now Been Sown (ELW #550, please remain standing) 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt. Music: DARWALL’S 148TH, John Darwall, 1731-1789. Used as Public domain 
 
Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License #SAS009220. 

 

Announcements (Please be seated) 

 

Recessional 
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Serving The Lord With Gladness 
 

Pastor:  Alan Piotter 
Organist:  Janet Reese 
Lay Minister: Beverly Erbel 
Altar Guild:  Vicki McGowan and Janice Hellman 
Coffee Hour: Vicki McGowan 
Ushers:  Mary Ann Griller 
Lay Reader:  Rick Kinney 
Counters:  Don and Beverly Erbel 
 

Activities This Week: 
 

Sunday – July 23  9:30am  Service of the Word and Sacrament 
 
Tuesday – July 25  9:30-12:30am  Stage Door (PH) 
 
Wednesday – July 26 6pm   Stage Door (PH) 
 
Friday – July 28  6pm – 8pm  Creekside Fridays (Brown Cabin) 
 
Saturday – July 29  8:30-9:30am  Pilates (PH) 
    9:30a-12:30pm Stage Door (PH) 
 
Sunday – June 30  9:30am  Service of the Word 

 
 

Announcements For July 23, 2017 
 

Information About Peace Lutheran Church - If you desire to know more 

about Peace Lutheran Church such as teachings; affiliations, membership or other 
questions, please feel free to contact Pastor Adams. 
 

Office Phone – (415) 388-2065 
Home Phone – (415) 388-7190 
Email – pastor@plcmarin.org 
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Flowers – Flowers this week are given to the glory of God. 
 

Birthdays – Those celebrating birthdays this week are: 
 

Wednesday - Ulla Kerr 
Wednesday - Ingrid Carlson 
Saturday - Annelisse Quitevis 

 

Anniversaries – Those celebrating anniversaries this week are: 
 

Friday - Eric & Sally Erickson 
 

Refreshments - will be served in Luther Lounge and surrounding areas following 
worship today.  Guests and members stay and meet one another again or for the first time. 
 

Rev. Dr. Alan Piotter – We welcome Re. Dr. Alan Piotter as he leads worship today 
while Pastor and Nancy are out of town. They will return tomorrow. 
 

Creekside Fridays – Creekside Fridays continues this Friday, July 28th, 6:00 p.m. at 
the Cabin across the street. The band will be ‘The Tam Valley All-Stars’. Peace Lutheran 
Church has its own table. There are food and drinks for sale, a jumpee for the kids and 
face painting. Come join the fun! 
 

National Night Out – Join in the BBQ at Fireside on August 1 as they observe National 
Night Out. 
 

James Mendell – Word has been received that former member and congregational 
president James Mendell passed away March 20, 2017. He will be interred at Arlington 
National Cemetery with full military honors on August 25, 2017 at 11:00 a.m. We 
remember his family in our prayers. 
 

Men’s Bible Class – The men’s Bible Class will meet this Thursday, July 27 in Luther 
Lounge. Class begins at 7:00 p.m. Please bring a snack to share and something to drink. 
 

Facebook – Peace Lutheran has a Facebook page! Please like us on Facebook! 
 

Sunday Bulletins - for Peace Lutheran church are available online for use during the 
worship service. The link is http://bulletin.plcmarin.org 
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Weekly Devotional Helps 
July 23-July 29, 2017 

 
Morning Prayer 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 
have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep 
me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please 
You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  
Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  
Amen. 
 
Evening Prayer 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 
have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 
where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For into Your hands 
I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with 
me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
 
Prayer For The Sick 
By your power, great God, our Lord Jesus healed the sick and gave new hope to 
the hopeless. Though we cannot command or possess your power, we pray for 
those who want to be healed. Mend their wounds, soothe fevered brows, and make 
broken people whole again. Help us to welcome every healing as a sign that, 
though death is against us, you are for us, and have promised renewed and risen 
life in Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 
 
Scripture Readings Through The Week 
 

Monday – July 24   Tuesday – July 25 
  Psalm 75      Psalm 75 
  Nahum 1:1-13     Zephaniah 3:1-13 
  Revelation 14:12-20    Galatians 4:21-5:1 
 
Wednesday – July 26  Thursday – July 27 
  Psalm 75      Psalm 119:129-136 
  Daniel 12:1-13     1 Kings 1:28-37 
  Matthew 12:15-21     1 Corinthians 4:14-20 
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Friday – July 28   Saturday – July 29 
  Psalm 119:129-136    Psalm 119:129-136 
  1 Kings 1:38-48     1 Kings 2:1-4 
  Acts 7:44-53     Matthew 12:28-42 

 

Scripture Readings For Next Sunday 
 

Eighth Sunday After Pentecost 
1 Kings 3:5-12 
Psalm 119:129-136 
Romans 8:26-39 
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
 

Commemorations for the Week 
 
July 23 - Birgitta of Sweden, renewer of the church, died 1373: Birgitta married at age 
thirteen and had four daughters. Widowed at age thirty-eight, she gave all that she owned 
to the poor, and founded a community of monks and nuns led by a woman. Her work is 
continued today by the Society of St. Birgitta. 
 
July 25 - James, Apostle: James and his brother John were the sons of Zebedee, 
fishermen by trade before their call from Jesus. He was the first of the twelve apostles to 
be martyred, and his death is the only one recorded in scripture (Acts 12:1-2). 
 
July 23 - Johann Sebastian Bach, died 1750; Heinrich Schütz, died 1672; George 
Frederick Handel, died 1759; musicians: These three German-born musicians have 
done much to enrich the life of the church. Schütz was an early master who focused on 
settings of biblical texts. Bach wrote over 300 cantatas along with works for organ and 
instrumental pieces, and has been called the "fifth evangelist" for the way he proclaimed 
the gospel in music. Handel's great work, Messiah, is a setting of scriptural texts. 
 
July 29 - Mary, Martha, and Lazarus of Bethany: Friends of Jesus, Mary and Martha 
are remembered for the hospitality of their home that they offered him—Martha focused 
on serving their guest, and Mary on listening to him. Their brother Lazarus was raised 
from the dead as a sign of the greater resurrection to come. 
 
July 29 - Olaf, King of Norway, martyr, died 1030: Considered the patron saint of 
Norway, Olaf went from a life of piracy to becoming Christian and declaring himself king 
of Norway. He revised the laws and tried to administer them fairly. Driven from Norway in 
a rebellion, he was killed in battle trying to regain his kingdom. Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. 

All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS009220. 


