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“A Blue Christmas” 
Christmas Eve Worship 

December 24, 2020 
 
 

Whoever you are… 
Wherever you are in your JOURNEY OF FAITH… 

YOU are WELCOME here! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/search?q=peace+lutheran+church+mill+valley&oq=peace&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j35i39j0l3j69i61j69i60l2.3039j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
http://www.plcmarin.org/
http://www.facebook.com/PeaceLutheranMill
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We Gather In The Presence Of God 
 

“A Blue Christmas” 
Isaiah 9:2-7 

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that 
the light of the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and 
justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to 
all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone, 
including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to 

share the light of Christ with the whole world. Thank you for joining us in worship. 
 
 

Opening Song - What Child Is This 

 
What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

on Mary's lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

while shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the king, 

whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
haste, haste to bring him laud, 

the babe, the son of Mary! 
 

Why lies he in such mean estate 
where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
the silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 
the cross be borne for me, for you; 

hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
the babe, the son of Mary! 

 
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

come, peasant, king, to own him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; 

let loving hearts enthrone him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, 

the virgin sings her lullaby; 
joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
the babe, the son of Mary! 

 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898 
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Entrance – Titus 3:4-7 

 
Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who was in the beginning, who 

makes a dwelling among us, who covers us with justice and mercy. 
People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 
People: he saved us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had 

done, but according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth and 
renewal by the Holy Spirit. 

 
Pastor: This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,  
People: so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs 

according to the hope of eternal life. 
 
Pastor: The Peace of the Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you 
 
 

Song – Away in a Manger 

 
Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 

the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
the stars in the sky looked down where he lay; 

the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

The cattle are lowing; the poor baby wakes, 
but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 

I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky 
and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 
close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in your tender care 
and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 

 
Text: North American, anonymous, 19th cent. 
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God Speaks Through His Word 
 

First Reading - Isaiah 9:2-7 
 
This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal child with a name full 
of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, the real basis for faith lies in God’s passion for 
the people: The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this! 
 

Pastor: 2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who 
lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. 3You have 
multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as 
with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke 
of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their 
oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For all the boots of 
the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned 
as fuel for the fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall grow 
continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and 
his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of 
the LORD of hosts will do this. … This is God’s Word 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel - Luke 2:1-14 
 
God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of great joy” and proclaim God’s 
blessing of peace. 
 

Pastor: In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. 
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city 
of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and 
family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 
engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were shepherds living 
in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the 
Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I 
am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be 
a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on 
earth peace among those whom he favors!”. … This is the Gospel of our 
Lord.  

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 

Song – O Little Town of Bethlehem  

 
O little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by; 

yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight. 

 
For Christ is born of Mary, 
and, gathered all above 

while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
their watch of wond'ring love. 

O morning stars, together 
proclaim the holy birth, 

and praises sing to God the king, 
and peace to all the earth! 
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Message 
“A Blue Christmas” 

Isaiah 9:2-7 
 
 
Song – O Little Town of Bethlehem  

 
How silently, how silently 
the wondrous gift is giv'n! 

So God imparts to human hearts 
the blessings of his heav'n. 

No ear may hear his coming; 
but, in this world of sin, 

where meek souls will receive him, still 
the dear Christ enters in. 

 
O holy child of Bethlehem, 

descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin, and enter in, 

be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 

the great glad tidings tell; 
oh, come to us, abide with us, 

our Lord Immanuel! 
 

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893 
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We Bring Our Praises, Prayers And Gifts 
 
 

Confession Of Faith - Apostles Creed  

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 
 

The Prayers  
 
Pastor: Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, 

the world, and all who are in need. - A brief silence. - The shepherds sing, “Jesus 
Christ is born!” Let your church throughout the world proclaim this good 
news, over the hills and everywhere. Unite the voices of all your faithful 
people in songs of praise and rejoicing. Hear us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor: Heaven and nature sing, “Joy to the world!” Give respite to flocks, fields, 

and those who tend them. Come near to us in the beauty of nighttime, the 
shining of the stars, and the hush of a world at rest. May our wonder at your 
creation rouse our care for all the earth. Hear us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor: The angels sing, “Peace on earth!” Come quickly to still the strife of this 

world. Hush the noise of war and violence in places of unrest. Inspire 
leaders of nations to seek lasting peace and sustainable provision for all in 
their care. Hear us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor: Mary sings melodies of comfort to her newborn child. Bring rest and 

reassurance to those facing struggles this night. Shelter travelers and those 
without homes. Console those who lie awake due to pain or anxiety. Heal 
those who are sick or hurting. Hear us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 
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Pastor: Love sings through the sound of a new baby’s cry. Bless new parents and 
expectant parents. Comfort those who long for children, especially those 
running out of hope or options. Surround families of every shape and size 
with your love and care. Hear us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 
 

Additional prayers: 
Pastor: Hear us, O God. 
People: Your mercy is great 

 

Pastor: The heavenly chorus sings, “Glory to God in the highest!” We give you 
thanks for all the saints who have proclaimed your glory in word and deed. 
Let us join them this night in joyful praise around your eternal throne. Hear 
us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor: God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these 

and all our prayers to you, in the name of Jesus. 
People: Amen. 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

Benediction 
 
Pastor: Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through 

the angels, sent the shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a 
star, bless you this day through the Word made flesh. 

People: Amen 
 

Dismissal 
 
Pastor: Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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Closing Song - Silent Night, Holy Night! 

 

Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 

round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace, 
sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight; 
glories stream from heaven afar, 

heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love's pure light 
radiant beams from your holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 

 
Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885 

 

Announcements 
 

Information About Peace Lutheran Church - If you desire to know more about 

Peace Lutheran Church such as teachings; affiliations, membership or other questions, 
please feel free to contact Pastor Adams. 
 

Office Phone – (415) 388-2065 
Email – office@plcmarin.org 

 

Christmas Eve Live Stream – We will have a live stream worship service on 

Christmas Eve at 7:00 p.m. Please feel free to join us! 
 

Christmas Eve Live Stream – Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86265155381?pwd=WVRYK0ZjVTNaUEZsZWdsW
XRUcWdVQT09 
Meeting ID: 862 6515 5381 
Passcode: 515635 

 
(The Christmas Eve service will also be available on Facebook and YouTube at the locations listed below) 

 



10 

Worship Services – There are three ways to worship at Peace Lutheran Church 

during this time of Covid. 
 

Live Stream - Zoom 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73855305624?pwd=ZEZpQkZNbEx5VmtUYT
BKUnlLQjJkZz09 
Meeting ID: 738 5530 5624 
Passcode: plcmarin 

 
Facebook users 

www.facebook.com/PeaceLutheranMill 
(available beginning 10:00 a.m. Sunday Morning) 

 
Non-Facebook Users 

www.plcmarin.org 
Just go to the front page, scroll to the bottom, and click on the video. It is 
that easy! 

 
 

Pastor Adams’ Last Worship Service – Join us Sunday and 9:30 a. m. on 

Zoom for Pastor’s last worship service here at Peace Lutheran. 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73855305624?pwd%3DZEZpQkZNbEx5VmtUYTBKUnlLQjJkZz09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw2e7nBe8WcBicDu6J1bK2jY
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73855305624?pwd%3DZEZpQkZNbEx5VmtUYTBKUnlLQjJkZz09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw2e7nBe8WcBicDu6J1bK2jY
http://www.facebook.com/PeaceLutheranMill

